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MY GRANDPARENTS THE MEYER FAMILY 

My grandfather William Meyer was born in Dornbach, Rhein- 
Preusen, Germany on February 17, I835. His mother was married 
twice. The first time to Jacob Vollrath, after his death she 
married Johann Christian Meyer. Of her marriage to Jacob 
Vollrath she had one son Jacob and a daughter Anna. Of her 
second marriage to Johann Meyer she had two sons , Phillip and 
William and a daughter Susanna. They immigrated to the United 
States when my grandfather was a young man and settled in Albany, 
New york. The three Brothers worked in a foundry and as the work 
was hard and dirty they left and migrated to Wisconsin, Grand¬ 
father vowed that he would never step inside a foundry again, 
and settled on a tract of land one mile east of Rockfield, Wis. 

I was 8 years old when he died and he often showed me the place 
he called Claim Hous Platz. (Claim House Place) Where they built 
their first log cabin after claiming the land from the Government. 
His brothers Jacob Vollrath and Philipp Meyer moved to Shebo-^an, 
Wisconsin. Philipp Meyer started a machine shop making some farm 
machinery and in later years they made stationary gasoline engines. 
The Globe . Jacob Vollrath started to tinker with pots and pans, 
and invented the enameling process. The first products he produced 
he loaded on a wagon and sold them from house to house, when he 
first came into our neighborhood to sell his wares my grandmother 
remarked that it reminded her of some Jewish peddlers and their 
wares. However from this modest start the Vollrath Company of 
Sheboygan developed. 






John Kohler married one of Jacob Vollraths daughters and after 
her death he married her youngest sister. With Mr. Vollraths 
backing he started the Kohler Company of Kohler, Wisconin. 

John Vollraths sons disagreed on some personel matters, and as 
a result one of them started the Polar Ware Company of Sheboygan. 
Grandfather Meyer stuck with the homestead and married my Grand¬ 
mother Elizabeth Weimar on April 27 , I858. of this marriage six 
daughters were born. 

Louise - Mrs. Peter Bast Born May 28 , 1859 
Julia - Mrs. Jacob Hoelz Born March 9 , 1862 
Minnie - Mrs. Henry Hoffman Born May 5 , I865 

Susan - Not married Born November 19 , 186 ? Died February 27, 19IO 
Mary - Not married Born September 22, 1872 Died December I3, 1884 ’ 
Snelie- Mrs. Christoph Bast Born April 6, I876 

My mother Einelie was the youngest of six daughters and my 
grandfather was naturally dissapointed at not having a son. 

He died in September 1914 at the age of 79 • 


^♦Through this relationship The mother of Walter J. Kohler Sr. 
and my mother were first cousins. 
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MY GRAND PARENTS THE BAST FAMILY 

My grandfather Peter Bast was born in Wahlbach, Germany on 
March 1, 1846. He was the son of Hieronymus Bast and his Wife 
Maria Eva nee Hilgert. The family immigrated to the United States 
from Germany and arrived in New York on June 9th 1854. When he 
was eight years old . He had 2 brothers and 3 sisters, one of 
his sisters died in infancy and his baby brother Jacob died at 
sea. My grandfather often related how the Captain of the ship 
came and tied a bag of sand to his feet and threw him into the 
ocean. They settled on a farm 2 miles northwest of Rockfield, 
Wisconsin on which my aunt Tillie Hasten still lives attthis 
time. It is located on highway 145 next to the Silver Dollar 
Tavern the site of which was an original part of their farm. 

My grandfather married Regina Hoelz on April 13, 1869. 

9 children were born to them. 

Christoph Born January 22,1870 

Katherine - Not married Born October 22, 1871 

George - Born December 19, 1873 

Peter - Born December 11,1875 - Uied May 4, 1877 

Valentine - Born October 4, 1877 

Mary - Mrs. Gust. Sundeman Born December 18, 1880 

Louise - Mrs. Edward Huber Born March 1, 1882 

Ottilda - Mrs, Arthur Kasten Born June 18, 1884 

Emma - Born November 30, 1886 - Died February 3, 1887 

My grandmother died December l6, 1886 of childbirth and a 

tumor it was said, as there were no autopsies to verify it 




at that time 
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My grandfather was 40 years old when my grandmother died 
leaving him with 8 children. He was a stern man and never did 
remarry and raised his family alone. When he was 76 years old 
my uncle Val. Bast was filling the neighbor Philipp Kuhns silo 
and I was asked to help. Grandfather came over to watch the 
operation, and some corn stalks got caught in the cutter, as 
he was going to free them his hand got caught in the rollers 
and pulled his arm into the machine cutting his hand off to above 
the wrist. After it healed he insisted on working as before and 
the following year helped husking corn with one hand, he died 
November 4, 192? at the age of 81. 

I do not know much about ray grandmother Bast as she died 
20 years before I was born. 
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MY PARENTS THE CHRISTOPH BAST’S 
My fathers life was a hard one. When he was 16 years old, the 
oldest in a family of 8 his mother died on December l6th a week 
before Christmas and his baby sister died on February 3rd lymonths 
later. His oldest sister Aunt Katie took over raising the family 
at age 14. His ambition was to become a carpenter, and at an 
early age he went to work for his uncle Christoph Hoelz. They 
built and remodeled several barns but work was scarce as there 
was a depression which they called "Cleveland times". He left 
and went to work for David Hoelz as a farm hand and woodcutter. 

As soon as the farm work was done in the fall of the year they 
would cut trees and haul them to Milwaukee with wagon or sleigh 
and a team of horses. The routine of this was to cut on Saturday 
and haul on Monday, Cut Tuesday haul on Wednesday, Cut Thursday 
and haul on Friday. The tree trunks were left as long as they 
were and hauled to the spile yard from where they were driven 
into the ground until solid. On these tree trunks rest some of 
Milwaukees down town buildings. The round trip would take them 
from 6;00 A. M. till 9 or 10;00 P.M. On every trip they had to 
pay a toll of 10 cents at the toll gate on the Fond du Lac road 
near what is now Capitol Court, as did everybody else that entered 
Milwaukee in those days. On June 5» 1901 he married my mother and 
moved in on the Meyer homestead, as grandpa Meyer was getting too 
old to work the farm by himself. The farm house was large with 
5 bedrooms, living room, dining room, kitchen and pantry. 
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At that time the household consisted of grandpa and grandma Meyer 
aunt Susan and my parents. They had three children. 

Walter Bast - born February 8, I 9 O 6 
Leah - Mrs. Ed. Eulert - born June 6, 1909 
Ruth - born July 19. 1912 

In 1910 they had sorrow strike twice within one week, my aunt Susan 
died on February 27th and the day after her funeral on March 3rd 
my grandmother died. Of my father it could be said that he was 
prone to accidents, we had a windmill on top of our barn that was used 
to cut feed and pump water. As he was cutting feed one day his 
clothing got caught in the shaft and he was spinning with the pulley 
when my cousin Walter Hoelz happened to come along and freed him. 

He suffered internal injuries some of which stayed with him to the 
end of his life. Next my cousin William Hoelz was chopping some 
branches off a tree when the axe slipped out of his hand and cut 
off almost half of his nose. Dr. Burkhardt sewed it back on and it 
left no visible scars. Next he was sawing some wood with a circle 
saw when he slipped on some ice and his hand got in contact with 
thebuzz saw cutting it from his wrist to almost his ring finger. 

Dr. Burkhardt sewed it to-gether but he had a crippled hand for the 
rest of his life. Next he was again sawing wood with the circle saw 
when a splinter flew off striking his eyeball causing blindness in 
that eye for the rest of his life. With this accident he spent about 
2 weeks in the Milwaukee Hospital. 
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And finally in those days there was a road tax which people could 
earn or pay off by hauling crushed stone from the quarry onto the 
road, as this work was usually done in the fall of the year when 
the field work was done, it was in November when they were doing 
this and as they were shoveling the crushed ston^on to the wagon 
a frozen ledge overhead broke loose striking him thereby crushing 
his leg and breaking his ankle . As there were no X- rays taken at 
that time his leg was probably not set right and he had a slight 
limp thereafter. He spent all his married lifson the original Meyer 
homestead and died on April 15* 19^0 at the age of 70 from 
complications of his accidents and pleurisy. 

After my fathers death ray mother farmed for 2 more years with 
Matt Gilgenbach as the hired man. She then had a public auction 
and sold the cattle and the farm machinery, and then rented the 
farm out to my cousin and her next door neighbor Edgar Hoelz. 

In 194’5 she sold the farm to Arthur Baur for $10,000.00 and moved 
into my uncle George Basts house until 19^7 when she bought her 
present home at N89 Wl67^ Cleveland Ave. Menomonee Falls. 

When she was 83 years old she fell in the basement of her home 
and broke her hip, she had surgery and had it pinned and after 
a few months of recuperation she walked again and performed her 
housework as before. On Christmas day when she was 90 years old 
she tripped over a rug in her bedroom and broke her other hip. 

She again had surgery, the hip was pinned and set and it mended 
so that she could again walk with the aid of a walker, but the 
shock of the fall and surgery caused her memory to gradually 

fail and at this time her mind lives in the past, ^he died on my 
Birthday February 8, 1973* at the age of 96 years 10 months & 2days. 





Only people of my age can truthfully say that they lived from the 
horse and buggy days to the time that men walked on the moon. 

My cousin Walter Hoel* who was iiO years older than I, often told me 
the story of my birth. As his parents my mothers sister and his father 
uncle Jacob lived on the farm next door. The night 1 was bom my father 
came to their place about midnight and asked them to call the doctor, 
as there was no telephone at that time they had to drive to Menomonee 
Kails.to call the doctor. ^Doctors made house calls in those daysj. 
tncle Jacob got Walter out of bed and told him to harness the horses 
and hitch them to the sleigh. Instead he went to the barn and started 
to feed the horses, as it was customary to feed them before going on 
a trip. Uncle Jacob came to the barn shortly after and when he saw what 
he was doing hollered at him and said, "Quit feeding and get going”. 

They then drove the 8 miles to Menomonee Kails with horses and sleigh 
and got Doctor Burkhard out of bed at Z o'clock in the morning. He had 
to get out of bed and hitch his horse to the cutter and drive to our 
farm, xdiere 1 was born about 6 A. M. Kebruary 8, iyu6. uur fam was 
located 1 mile east of Kockfleld. 

Uur house at that time had no telephone, electricity, running water or 
indoor toilet. The kitchen stove was a black cast iron stove with a fire 
box in front which burned wood, inthe center was the bake oven in which 
all the baking was done, and in the rear was a reservoir which was filled 
with rain water pumped out of the cistern. The cistern was about 0 xo 
feet with plastered stone walls located under our pantry. Water from the 
downspouts drained into the cistern and during prolonged rainy periods 
we had to watch so it would not overflow. The water in the reservoir 
which was reasonably hot was used for washing dishes in a large tin 
dishpan, and washing your hands in a very portable wash basin. 




When we would take a bath, a copper wash boiler was set on the stove 
to heat the water and a wooden washtub was set on the kitchen floor, 
in which we would take our baths. People were clean even though they 
could not take a daily shower. 

Uur transportation was truly horse and buggy until 1 was 10 years old. 
We had a single seat top buggy, a two seated top buggy with which we 
drove to church on Sundays, and an open oneseater with a six foot box 
in the rear, in the winter it was rhe bob sleigh, in 1916 we bought 
our first automobile, a Kord touring car, with a brass radiator 
straight front fenders, and ') doors. There was no door next to the 
steering wheel, Walter Arnold was the High School Principal of the 
Menomonee Kalis schools at that time. However when school left out 
for the summer the princiml was out of work until school started in 
fall. We did not go to the garage to buy a car in those days, so 
Walter Arnold worked for John Wittlin and he came to the farm and 
sold us the car for ^>465.00 no tax. 

In 1916 we drilled an artesian well, the well was iiiib feet deep and 
had enough pressure to force the water into the house. 3o in 1916 
we got a bathroom and indoor toilet. 1 helped my father build the 
septic tank which is in use to this day. 

The Electric Company was reluctant to build power lines into the 
country,, and in finally agreed to build the line and furnish 

electricity providing everyone that hooked up bought an electric 
stove. They evidently reasoned that just lights would not produce 
enough revenue. 

ao at the ripe old age of 14 we had an automobile, bathroom, and 
electricity. 
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I was born February 8, I 906 on a farro one mile east of Rockfield, 
Wisconsin, The first things I can vaguely remember from early 
childhood are the funerals of my aunt Susie and Grandmotber Meyer. 

Our country schoolhouse was located one-half mile to the north of 
our farm if we walked across the fields, and one and one and one-half 
miles if we walked along the road. All 8 grades were taught in the 
one room schoolhouse with outdoor plumbing. On ihy first day of shool 
I walked with ray cousins Herbert, Martin, and Lenora Hoelz. 

My first teacher was Madge McCormack, followed by Nellie Milan, 

Jennie Jeffords, Arthur Brickbaur, and Laura Brandstetter. Our 
schoolhouse was located only a few hundred yards south of the then 
Rockfield cedar swamp, an area covered with a dense growth of cedar 
trees, in some areas so dense that it was dark beneath them. For 
our Christmas program which consisted of recitations, dialogues, 
and songs, we would always be allowed to go into the woods during 
school hours and cut a Christmas tree, -^hough there were thousands 
of trees to choose from it usually took us several hours to find 
the right one. The program would be presented in the evening by 
the light of kerosene lamps on the day before school left out for 
Christmas vacation. In the spring of the year most of the"swamp area 
was covered with water, and we would go there when the spring 
flowers came up and pick violet, dog tooth violets, may flowers, 
cowslips, jack in the pulpit, and buttercups. There was no well on 
our school grounds and we had to carry our drinking water from the 
neighbor Nick Schottlers well in an open pail and pour it into an 
earthen drinking fountain, the older children were assigned to this 
task on given days. 
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The teacher also was the janitor, she had to start the fire, stoke 
it by hand during the day, take out the ashes, sweep the floor, and 
dust. The children had to wash blackboards, clean erasers, and carry 
in the wood and coal. On cold morningji,,especially on Mondays we 
would all crowd around the potbellied stove with an insulating 
jacket to keep warm. Among the games we played in the wintertime 
were marbles, and when the snow was on the grovind we would build 
snow forts and use^snowballs for ammunition, then choose sides and 
if one got hit by a snowball he would have to go to the other side 
until all were on one side. In the spring and fall we played Base¬ 
ball, ante over, tag, drop the handkerchief,and pig. A game where 
holes were put into the ground and each player had a stick to guard 
his hole, a wooden pug was used and one player was left without a 
hole, the object was to get the pug into someones hole while he 
had his stick out to defend the pug from entering his hole, if he 
did not succeed he became the pig driver. It was a rougji game similar 
to hockey. When I graduated from 8th grade we had a County-wide 
spelling contest held at the Washington Co\inty Fair at West Bend 
I got 2nd prize as I misspelled one word, -Weather- as it was 
pronovinced it was said the weather outside not whether I go SOTie 
place, and I combined the two and spelled it wheather, and I have 
never misspelled it since. In the summertime we would go to German 
school at our Zoar Church now "Our Saviours" which was taught by 
Mrs. Amalia Ruegg the ministers wife a rather brilliant woman, and 
though I could talk the german language she taught me to read and 
write in german, though grandfather Meyer had taught me the basic 
reading and writing. 
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The school year consisted of 8 months in the first years of my 
schooling. This was done so that the children could help with the 
farm work for a longer period of time in the spring and fall. For 
our 8th grade graduation we had to write an examination on all the 
subjects we were taught in 8th grade. This was an area test that was 
given by Harry Snyder at the Germantown school. I passed my examination 
and 8th grade graduation was county-wide and took place on a Sunday 
at Rosenheimers Resort at Big Cedar Lake. I rode there with Elmer 
Kraetsch and his parents and we had difficulty finding the place as 
there were no marked highways in those days. Walter Schroeder an 
agricultural graduate from the University of Wisconsin and large 
scale farmer delivered the address, and his subject was "Making two 
blades of grass grow where one grew before", a timely subject in the 
predominately rural Washington County. After graduation in the fall 
of 1920 I attended the West Bend High School, the old square building 
on Division street. As we lived about 1? miles from the school we 
had to find our own way to get there, in the spring and fall we pooled 
rides and drove our family cars. Elmer Kraetsch a Maxwell, Walter 
Kliimb a Buick, Herbert Henrich a Dodge, Henry Beerbaum a Studebaker, 
and I a Ford. It was our first automobile and bought in the summer 
of 1916 from the Wittlin Motor Co. of Menomonee Falls, Walter Arnold 
the Principal of the Menomonee Falls High School was the salesman 
as that was his summertime job. It was a touring car with a brass 
radiator and straight front fenders and cost $465.00 no tax. It was 
at this time (1920) that the concrete road was being built south of 
West Bend which is now highway 45. 
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On one of the trips vdth Walter Klumb driving he got off the 
concrete onto the unfinished soft shoulder of the road and tipped 
over, luckily no one got hurt. As soon as the weather got bad in 
the fall of the year the cars were left at home and we walked to 
the depot and hode the train to West Bend. The train left Rockfield 
at 8;10 in the morning and returned at a little after 4;00 P. M. 
if X’te missed the 4 o'clock train there was another one about 6;00 P. M. 
Tickets for the fare cost 2? cents and if we bought a book of tickets 
the fare was .24 cents. We had no football team in high school as 
the previous year before I started a player got killed and football 
was discontinued. Basket-ball was played in Klassens hall, a very 
small dance hall with about a 10 foot ceiling, and no showers. 

Daniel McLane was the high school principal. 

At an early age I had to start to work, I can remember that I was 
too small to hold a milk pail and was given a small pail with which 
to milk a cow. It was routine work to help feed the animals and 
clean the barns, and carry in the firewood. My summers on the farm 
Were also spent working, hoeing weeds, tend cows, gather eggs, help 
make hay, cutting, shocking, and threshing grain, cultivate the 
garden, pick fruit and berries, and many other chores. We always 
welcomed Sunday when there was no other work done except the chores 
of feeding and milking. To-day this may sound like child abuse but 
in those days that was the way everybody on a farm lived. At 17 I 
worked in the Rockfield Canning Co. canning peas in the summer. The 
days were long during the canning season, from 7;00 A. M. to Midnight 
and beyond, though the season only lasted a few weeks. 
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Due to my fathers injuries I had to spent most of my time working 
the farm during the 1920s. On the farm we had registered Holstein 
cattle, horses, hogs, chickens, cats and dogs. We raised potatoes, 
corn, hay, oats, wheat, barley, and peas. In the fall of 1928 I took 
time out to take the show herd of Linker & Lepien of Hartford, Wis. 
on the Fair Circuit. This consisted of taking about 20 head of 
holstein show animals on a tour of fairs and expositions. We had 
a box car assigned to us which would stay on the railroad sidetrack 
until we were ready to move to the next fair. It was equipped with 
stalls, hay loft, water barrels and bedding for the cattle. We 
started with The Kankakee Free Fair at Kankakee, Ill. then to the 
Illinois State Fair at Springfield, Ill. followed by the Wisconsin 
State Fair at West Allis, Wis. TheFond du Lac County Fair at Fond- 
du Lac, Wis. The Oshkosh County Fair at Oshkosh, Wis. The South 
Dakota State Fair at Brookings, South Dakota, The Worlds Dairy 
Cattle Congress, at Waterloo, Iowa. And the National Dairy Show 
at Grand Rapids, Michigan. Each fair lasted a week and -vdien moving 
we slept with the cattle in the box car, and during the fair we 
slept with the cattle in the barns on a bed of straw. This was a 
rough life as we did not see a regular bed for 8 weeks. The work 
was also hard, cleaning, feeding, showing, and loading and unloading 
the cattle, made up of large mature bulls, cows, and young stock. 
Cattle bred by Linker & Lepien won many championships including 
a 5 times All- American aged bull that weighed 2,800 pounds. 

By 1930 the depression had set in and times were getting tough. 
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That winter I enrolled in the Graham Scientific Breeding School 
in Chicago, Ill. A Veterinary School that dealt xd-th the diseases 
and breeding problems of horses and cattle, It was a short course 
taught by Dr. Graham who was also associated with the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minn. Though our farm was debt free, and we had no 
other debts, our income was very meager., and I started to look 
for work elsewhere. We got a hired man for $30.00 per month and 
board. Practically every place of business had a "NO HELP WANTED” 
sign in the window so as not to be bothered. There were no 
"HELP WANTED" ads in the newspapers, I finally got a job with 
0. J. Klippel in Richfield, Wis. a large scale butcher.We did all 
the butchering, curing and smoking meats, sausage making and 
selling over the counter. This too was hard work and we worked from 
7;00 A. M. to 6;00 P. M. and on occasions till midnight, I got 
$14.00 per week and meals at Dickels Hotel and had to sleep at 
home. Mr. Klippel was about the most abusive man I ever met, with 
no consideration for his help, and though work elsewhere was not 
available few people working for him stuck it out. I worked there 
for over 2 years, quit and got a job at Gehls Condensed Milk Co. 
in Gearaantown. This work consisted of 7 days per week, 3^5 days 
per year, no Sundays, no holidays, no vacation, and no pay for 
overtime.We got .37 cents per hour for hours worked. In 1932 after 
the NRA (National Recovery Act) came into existance The maximum 
hours worked in one week was 42 and the minimum wages were .32 cents 
per hour. We got just that, the maximum hours and the minimum wages 
My take home pay was $13.44 per week for 7 days work. 

We still worked 7 days per week 6 hours per day. 





On September 7th 1935 1 married ^ertha Prag the daughter of 
William Prag and his wife Bertha nee Rademan. After a Church 
Wedding at St. Paul's Church in Menomonee Falls we had a small 
reception at herbhome in Lannon. Our attendants were Grace Prag 
Berthas sister, Leah Bast my sister, Arthur Bast my cousin, and 
Ed Eulert my future brother-in-law. After we got back from the 
church my new brother-in-law Arthur Prag came up to me and said, 

"We have to initiate you into our family", saying this he put his 
arms around me and tried to lift me off my feet, he lost his 
balance and fell over with me landing on top of him, breaking his leg. 
This certainly east a shadow over what was to be a happy occasion. 

He was taken to Dr. Domans office in Menomonee Falls, who applied 
temporary splints before taking him to the hospital the following 
Monday where it was properly set and the leg healed without further 
complications. After visiting Arthur at his home on Sunday morning 
following the wedding we left on a one week honeymoon. We had a 
1930 Model A Ford town sedan and our destination was Colorado. 

We were in Denver and Colorado springs and visited Pikes Peak, Cave 
of the Winds, Royal Gorge, Garden of the Gods, and Crippled Creek. 

On our way home we went through the Black Hills. After we got back 
home we set up housekeeping in the upstairs flat of John Gessert on 
Main Street in Menomonee Falls, several doors east of what was then 
Schlaefers Mill. Our rent was $30.00 per month. Bertha worked as a 
telephone operator for Cameron Fraser who owned the Menomonee Falls 
Telephone Co. and got .25 cents per hour, our combined income was 
less than $100.00 per month. 
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On ii'aster Svinday in 1936 I got into an argument with "The Boss" 

Eugene Gehl about working long hours on Easter Sunday and quit. 

I immediately got a job at the Herbert Nieman & Co. in Mequon. 

This was one of the largest fox farms in the United States, raising 
over 50,000 silver foxes for their pelts. My first job there was to 
dig post holes by hand to build fox pens.. The holes were 18 inches 
in diameter and 36 inches deep, we were paid .15 cents per hole. If 
we dug 20 holes per day our pay was $3«00. ^ater in the summer I was 
one of a team of Fox Catchers, this operation consisted of catching 
the foxes at different times to check for ear mites, disease, 
determine the sex of the pups, and finally to grade them to determine 
which were to be kept for breeders and which were to be pelted. 

Those that were to be pelted were put in crates and haul^ by truck 
to Hermansville, Michigan in the upper penninsula where they were 
turned loose in a large fenced area, for better seasoning of their 
furs before pelting. 

It was during this svmimer that our son William was born on 
July 28th at the Deaconess Hospital in Milwaukee. The attending 
Doctor was Dr. Olson. As I knew that most workers would be laid 
off at the fox farm during the winter months, and I heard that the 
A. 0 . auith Corp. was hiring people I took off from work for a day 
to apply. I got to Milwaukee about 6 ;00 A. M. and the line at the 
employment office was 2 abreast and over a block long. B 7 9;00 A. M. 

I finally reached the emplojrment office and Mr. Kuether said "Do you 
have an application on file" and naturally I said no. So I went back 
to the end of the line a second time, and when I got back to the 
employment office I asked for an application blank, and was given one. 
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I filled out the application blank and got to the rear of the line 

again which by now was getting considerably shorter, and when I got 

to the office the third time I handed in the filled out blank, and 

went to the rear of the line the fourth time. Being back so many 

times in one day I suppose Mr. Kuether remembered my face and when 

I said that I had an application on file he told me to come in and 

hired me. I was told to report for work at 11;00 P. M. that night. 

The work consisted of assembling automobile frames. We were paid a 

fablous .60 cents per hour and my first check was for $24.60 for 4l 

hours of work. This work at Smiths was very seasonal at that time 

and they would lay off workers every spring for model changes and 

start again in the fall. This made it very desirable for farmers 

to earn some extra money in the wintertime. After the spring layoff 

in 1937 I got a job with the Dostal & Lowey Co. in Menomonee Falls, 

a concern that manufactured bottle washing machines for breweries, 

soft drink processors, and dairies. I did milling machine work and 

spray painted the finished bottle washing machines. I was called 

back to A. 0. Smith and after several weeks work was again laid off. 

I then worked for the Cook Coal Co. in Menomonee Falls, He owned 

the coal yard and also made cement blocks for building purposes, 

(It is now the Falls Block and Supply Co.) I hauled coal filling 

basement bins for peoples fuel supply for the winter, and cement 

block for contractors building basements. 

bought 

In 1937 roy father-ina"law*'a house and lot for us at 213-3rd street 
(Now N 90 WI 6734 Roosevelt Drive) in Menomonee Falls., from the 
Frank Geller estate, and occupied by Mr. Gellers son-in-law Mr. & Mrs. 
Barney Hart and their daughter Mr. 4 Mrs. Francis Schmidt, 
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It was an old house ijith no bathroom a very small cellar, and 
an open stairs in back leading to the second floor. Unemployed 
men from Lannon dug out the basement underneath the house with 
shovels and wheelbarrows and Julius Blankenhagen an old mason 
walled up the walls underneath with stone and mortar. Herman Buth 
and Herman Raether did the carpenter work and added a bedroom and 
a bathroom to each floor and an enclosed stairway to the back of 
the house, Fred Thomas installed the heating and pltaibing. During 
all this remodeling we lived in the house, at times without windows. 

On August 14, 1939 I was again called back to A. 0. Smith and 
that became my official starting date as at that time seniority did 
not continue during layoffs. I worked in the South Plant on the 
Automobile Frame assembly line where they ran 400 automobile frames 
an hour for General Motors. The War Clouds of World War 11 were 
gathering at that time and I was not laid off again, I was transferred 
to the Quality Control division and became an inspector. In 1941 
when war was declared everything was in turmoil, all production of 
automobile frames, pipe and other non-essential war material was 
halted and the huge plant converted to the production of war material. 
We manufactured Bomb casings of every size. Airplane Proppelers, 
Airplane Nose Cones, Landing Gears for War Planes, and Hot Water 
Tanks. The water tanks were most essential as they were installed 
in all the army camps to supply the hot water for the men in 
military service. Duringnthe war the plant employed mostly men 
with families, men too old for the draft, 4Fs (men deferred for 
physical reasonsjand women. 
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As soon as the war was over the plant was again reconverted to 
manafacturing its original products, of automobile frames, pipe, 
water heaters, and railroad products. In 19^6 the company decided 
to move the Water Heater Division to Kankakee, Ill, As I had stayed 
in this division all during the war^as head inspector I was asked 
to go to Kankakee-tp^ssist in starting the operation of the plant. 

I spent several hot summer weeks thereand was asked to remain there. 
They invited my family to come to Kankakee, and we stayed at the 
Hotel Kankakee. After several conferences with Mr. Saddoris and 
J. M. Floyd we decided that I would return to the Milwaukee Plant 
and we returned to Menomonee Falls. After a short period back in 
the frame division I took my examination for supervision and became 
a Production Supervisor, a position I held until I retired. 

During ray employment at A. 0. Smith I took many educational courses. 
At the beginning of the war I took courses in Math, Drafting, and 
Blueprint reading at the Milwaukee Vocational School. In the plant 
I had courses in Plant Management, Quality Control, Human Relations, 
Public Speaking, Safety, Fire Prevention, Budgeting, Forecasting 
and Lay Out Work,During my time as a supervisor I was in the 
Railroad Products Division, where we manufactured railroad draft 
gears (bumpers), brakebeams, and catwalks(grating for the top of 
box cars, cabooses and tank cars). These products were totally 
made in our division, from raw sheets of steel to the galvanized 
and painted product packaged ready to ship. Up to the time of my 
retirement the A. 0. Smith Corp, never had strike, which is unusal 
for a plant of that size in this day and age. 
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For the duration of my emplojnnent with the company I caime in contact 
with people of many races, color and creeds, especially while I was 
in supervision. With few exceptions I found the men to be good 
workers, honest and sincere, and found that if you were fair to them 
and had their respect the problems of getting along were minor, I 
had no problems supervising the so-called minority groups, and tahen- 
ever I assigned a man to a job I never noticed his accent or the 
color of his skin. Providing he was capable of doing the work. 

It is Company Policy to retire all personnel at the age of 65 , 

My last day of work at the plant was January 22 , 1971, which by 
co-incidence was my fathers 101st birthday. As I had 5 weeks of 
vacation coming for the year my last day with the company was 
officially on February 28, 1971» 

On January 22nd my last day of work at the plant we had a so-called 
office party, at the 9;30 lunch break we served coffee and dough nuts 
to all the working force in our building, and I was presented with 
a portable table power saw by the work force. On the previous 
Saturday night January 16, my fellow supervisors and superiors gave 
a dinner and cocktail party for my wife and I at the Leilani on the 
Bluemound road, at which time I was given an Anscomatic 726 Camera set. 
After the dinner they all came to our home for an evening of 
^Gemeutlichkeit”, 
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INCIDENTALS THAT MAY BE OF SOME INTEREST 

During the course of the years we probably owned a minimum of 
automobiles. Our first car was a 1930 Model A Town Sedan. 

2. A 1936 Plymouth 

3 . A 194-0 Nash. One of the last ones sold before World War 11 

4-. A 194-6 Nash. One of the first ones made after the war. 

5 . A 1950 Pontiac 

6. A 1955 Pontiac 

11. A 1976 Ford LTD brougham 

7 . A 1958 Cadillac 

12. A 1979 Mercury Marquis 

8. A 1961 Cadillac 

ij. A i98j Chrysler ii Class 

9. A 1965 Cadillac 

10. Af 1971 Calillac 

After 10 years of dickering with the Fred Vehring estate we finally 
were able to buy the extra lot in 1950 for $900.00, and started to 
build our home on Pershing Ave. fhe home was built without the aid 
of an architect or commercial plans. My wife and I drew the layout 
and sketch from different homes we visited. We had individual 
contractors do the work, and paid them by the hour and not by 
contract, Schneider & Strube were the excavators, Ernst Himmel the 
mason work, Walter Neu the carpenter, ^^’rancis Wrench and Clarence 
Lund the electricians, Virgil Neu the heating, and Pete Saliva the 
head plumber at State Fair Park the pl\imbing. 

During the course of building two of the contractors died, 

Virgil Neu died of a heart attack on a trip from Hartford. 

Francis Wrench was on a training mission and was killed when a 
flying boxcar plane he was on crashed. 

We did all the insulation work, rocklathing, painting, varnishing 
and landscaping by ourselves. 
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Activities 

I was a member of the Menomonee Falls Fire Department for over 
20 years. During this time we were called to several hundred fires, 
probably the most noteworthy the gas explosion of Helds, a two 
story Bowling Alley, Restaurant, and Dance Hall on Main Street in 
Menomonee Falls which leveled the building, severely damaged near-by 
buildings, and blew out windows over a large area, and miraculously 
no one got hurt. 

I was was a member of the Church Board of St. Paul's Church for two 
different periods of 6years each. The first time I served on the 
board I was the financial secretary, counting and recording all 
money received through the envelope system and otherwise, depositing 
it in the bank and making out the annual report. During my second 
term I was President of the Board and during this time the chirch 
was completely rebuilt, while it was being rebuilt many problems 
arose and we had our church services in the Falls Theater courtesy 
of Mrs. Ray Zahn. 

In 1948 my wife and I attended the annual school meeting at the now 
Lincoln School as good citizens shouldwith no other thoughts in mind 
than doing our duty. At that time board members were elected at the 
annual meeting and I was nominated by Garwin Ruby and of the five 
nominees I was elected. % first position on the board was that of 
Clerk. There was only one office girl in the school system at that 
time and she worked in Mr. Schumann's office. Much of the bookwork 
and all of the checks were signed by the clerk. During my years on 
the board I served as clerk, treasurer and Director. I was director 
of the board when some of the additions and North High G 3 rjinasitim 
were built. After my first election I was reelectedlO consecutive 
times, retired in 1978 after 30 years of continuous service. 
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During this time our system grew from the one building combination 
grade and high school to the present system of 11 school houses, 
over 8,000 students and 425 teachers plus the custodians, clerical 
help, and cafeteria workers. 

In 1970 I was appointed to the Wisconsin Association of School 
Boards Resolutions Ccmiittee. 

I am a member of Lincoln Lodge #183 Free an Accepted Masons, 

The Wisconsin Scottish Rite Bodies ( 32 nd Degree) 

Tripoli Temple (Shriners) 

Aurora Chapter #84 Order of Eastern Star 
A. 0. Smith Trowel Club 

A, 0. Snith Senior Service Club (25 years service and over) 
Erienocon Club (Senior citizens) 

Menomonee Falls Skat Club, 


sunnyside Cemetery Board. 





BERTHA'S PARENTAGE. 


Bertha's father William Carl Prag was born in Platte on der Rega, 

Pommern, Germany, on September 21, 1872. He left Germany for America on 
October 2 nd I 89 I and landed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on <^ctober 23 rd. 
From there he went to Lannon Wisconsin arriving on October 27 th, I 89 I. 

His parents were Carl and Henrietta Prag nee Martin. 

Bertha's mother, Bertha Rademan was born August 25th, I 87 I, Her parents 
were Johan Gottlieb Rademan and his wife Fredericke Charlotte Wilhelmine 
nee Zastrow. of her birthplace we are not certain at this time, though we 
have a baptismal record of her older sister Mrs. Tessman which say* 

Siegal der Kirche (^eal of the Church) w. Woistenthin Strasse, Schwoessow, 
Germanj'’.And we have a picture of the Johan Plademans taken at Tr‘»ptow A 
R®ga, Ostseebad, Griefenberg, and Regenwalde, Germany. She came to 
America when she was 21 years old and married William Prag on November i7th 
189^!'. They lived on a farm west of lannon which is now a part of Menomonee 
Park. They operated this farm in conjunction with her father being 
Superintendent of the Lakeshore Sand and Stone Company for over forty years» 
'''hey had 10 children, 3 of them died in infancy, they were; 

Mary Born March 7. 1895 ^i®d September 9. 1895* 


John Born Feb. 24, I 896 

Louise Born Mar. 6, 1897 

'^nna Born May 23, I 898 
Grace Born Sept. 2, 1899 

William Born Mar. 13, 1)01 

Frieda Born Feb.28, 1903 
Bertha Born Apr. 12, 1904 
He»’ry Born-^Bec. 27, 1905 
Arthur Born »)uly 3, 1907 


Died August 23, I 896 . 
Died May 19, 1965. 
Died Feb. 9, 1899. 
Died Nov. 27 , 1949 . 
Died Aug. 4, 1955* 
Died Oct. 14, i 960 . 
Died Dec. 15, 1978. 
Died June 25 , I 967 . 
Died Aug. 25, 1974. 


Wm. Prag (Father) Born September 21, 1872 - Bied August 5, 1956. 




Activities of BERTHA BAST. 


Past president Church Women United of Northern Waukesha County. 

Past President Kettle Moraine Unit of Parliamentairians. 

Fast President Women’s Fellowship of St, Paul’s United Church of Christ, 
Offices and Chairmanship in Synodical and Regional Women’s Guild, 

School; - Room Mother, Band Mother, Health Program. P. T. A. 

Regular election poll Xirorker, 

Officer - Waukesha County Republican Women's Club, 

Parliamentairian for Women's Club, Hospital Auxiliary, Church Women United, 
St. Paul's Women Fellowship. 

Member of; Sunnyside Cemetery Board. 

Eastern Star. 

Local, State and National Parliamentairians. 

Republican Women's Club, 

Menomonee Falls Senior Woman's Club, 

Menomonee Falls X's Women's Club. 

Church Women Ubited, 

St. Paul's United Church of Christ. 

St. Paul's Women Fellowship. 

Contract Bridge Club. 

Fireman's Auxiliary, 

On Friday December 15th Bertha worked as an Auxillarian at the desk at 
Community Memorial Hospital from 12:30 to 4:00 P. M. I got her from the 
Hospital, she changed clothes and Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Jesko-witz picked us up 
to eat fish at the Captain’s Steak Joint, at Northridge, We stopped at 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Wegner’s home to play cards, and after playing cards for about 
one hour she collapsed with cards in hand and died of a massive stroke, 
at 8:45 P. M. 





